Koltay Erika. ZÖLDSORSOK A Zengő


Zöldsorsok. A Zengő

A „Zöldsorsok” természetvédelmi területek, védett növények és állatok sorsát dokumentálja. Sorsokat, amelyekre a természetvédelmi oltalom nem ad elegendő védelmet az emberi hasznosítás ellen. A Zengő, a Kelet-Mecsek Tájvédelmi körzet legszebb tája is hasonló sorsra jutott volna. A szándék – NATO légvédelmi lokátor építése a csúcsra– meghiúsult. A Zengő körül lakó civilek ellenállása mozgalommá szerveződött. A Civilek a Zengőért mozgalom küzdelme, és a mellettük kiállók támogatása meghozta a gyümölcsét: a Zengő csúcsra nem épül lokátor. A film a Zengő sorsának alakulását mutatja be. Megszólalnak a hivatalok képviselői, a Zengő Bizottság elnöke, természetvédelmi- és katonai szakértők, és a Zengőért tiszta szívvel harcoló civilek. Köszönet a munkatársaimnak, a megszólalóknak, a Duna-Dráva Nemzeti Park, a Honvédelmi Minisztérium, a Környezetvédelmi és Vízügyi Minisztérium, a VTV Pécsvárad közreműködő munkatársainak és a civileknek.

„Green Destinies” is a program about reservations, protected plants and animals. About destinies of those, for whom the conservation is not enough against humán utilizatoin. The most beautiful part of Eastern-Mecsek, the peak of Zengő had almost faced such destiny due to the planned NATO radar. But the plan failed. The resistance of inhibitants became a movement. The several year long fight for the Zengő movement and of their supporters succeeded: no radar is going to built on the peak of the Zengő. This film presentes the destiny of the Zengő. Officials, members of the Zengő Committee, conservationist and military experts and civilians talk. Thanks for my colleagues, for interviewees, for the civilians, for Duna-Dráva National Park, for the contributing employees of the Ministry of Defence, of the Ministry of Environment and Water and of the local TV channel of Pécsvárad.
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Green Destinies: The Zengő

Winners never give up, who give up never win

Every person has a tree in

The faith is nesting on its branches;

It sings like a bird

Till death comes to reap it.

Every tree has a soul in,

Moving gently it’s limbs;

Guarding a nest, flexing against the wind

And it’s bearing a man’s pain.

The Treasure of Zengő (legend)

At the foot of Zengő in the valley lived a shepherd with his wife and little son. His wife wanted to get away from this place, but poverty kept them here. One day the genie of the hill told her: Each Palm Sunday Zengő opens and shows it’s treasures. So she went up to Zengő on Palm Sunday. When Palm Sunday Service bells  begun to ring Zengő opened. The woman entered the hill, amongst millions of treasures. Putting her child down she loaded herself up with treasures. She carried out as much as she could. Then she turned back for his little son, but the hill closed.

The woman was wandering in the woods like a lunatic, searching for her son for many years. Sometimes, when the weather is still, a hollow rumbling murmur can be heard from Zengő in St. László Valley. It sounds like banging of trapped treasure-hunters, condemned souls for eternal captivity. Usually in few days an enormous storm comes raging, howling furiously around the hill. At these times the shepherd’s wife is haunting. She’s crying, weeping for her lost child. 

But it may be there isn’t a word of truth in it. Maybe it’s just the wind, tumbling amongst the rocks and trees of Zengő. And the reason why Zengő has so many kinds of sounds is there’s no two winds alike, as no two persons alike, as no two blades of grass alike.

József Kempl (Pécsvárad citizen)

Since our early childhood Zengő provides us with one of the most important experiences.  It’s quite difficult to describe Zengő’s versatile importance, what it can give us. We only realise it when we are going to lose it. The chance: we’ll never  climb up here anymore; we’ll  never have a New Year’s Eve tour; on the hilltop we’ll see something completely different than clouds.

Narrator

Places with legends amongst people and the old traditions are important for the folk living there. Nowadays, we still have stories about Zengő: about the treasure, the fairy, the valorous Miklós’ castle, St. László and the crucifix at the roadside to Hetény. People of Hetény say: in the dim and distant past the Paschal Lamb appeared here to guide a man - who was lost in the blizzard – down from the hill.

According to an another story, people fighting in the WW1 sweared: they will go on a pilgrimage to the crucifix if they could return from the hell of Doberdo. Although the men who made their oaths are passed away, their sons and grandchildren keep this tradition. Every Easter dawn they go up to celebrate the resurrection, and to look for the Paschal Lamb. The protectors of Zengő were often blaimed for paeony (Paeonia banatica) is just a tool in their fight, but it’s contradicting the fact that history of paeony tours has much older traditions.

Katalin Dretzky

These tours were begun by intellectuals of town Pécs between the World Wars. Nature-adorers and scientists always came here in May when paeony were blooming. In the ’50s,  aiming to keep up this tradition intellectuals of Pécsvárad also organised tours to the flowers. Pécsvárad Castle Friendship Circle for ca. 20 years – since it’s foundation – organises these tours in May. In recent years Civils for Zengő Movement joined them and nowadays we go together to paeony since this beautiful flower became symbol of Zengő fighters’ movement.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

Our history and culture are closely related to Zengő. Zengő is not just one hill of many others but it’s a particularly important hill for us. According to nature-protection law: areas where nature and people live in harmonic interaction, connected culturally and historically to the environment are worth to be declared to landscape-protection areas.

Narrator

Historical roots, sacral and profane traditions are holding together the community. For the people living around it Zengő is not just a hill but a „holy hill” with mythic-historical-natural milieu, a liturgic place which is holding community together. Zengő as the habitat of  our Pannonian indigenous rare plant, paeony is particularly important from nature-protection aspect as well. 

Balázs Kevey dr. (botanist)

Examination of paeony of Bánát goes back for rather long way to the past. At the beginning of the 1800’s years Károly Dentrich, a botanist of Pécs and later Móricz Mayer reported the presence of paeony in Mecsek. Anton Kerner, Viennese botanist did not consider it indigenous ( but he was wrong. Most of them can be found on Zengő, on Hármas-hill and on a few smaller hills in the surrounding, mainly on smaller mounds at the foot of Zengő, around Nagymező, Aranyhegy. We can declare: 95% of paeony of the world can be found here. I base it on Vida Stojsics botanist’s reporting. In Fruska Gora for 40 years they don’t find any, probably it’s gone forever. In Deliblati sand area it still exists, although he reported 42 plants only.

Narrator

Beside paeony there are several protected plants live in the area of Zengő which are endangered by the road construction such as Butcher’s Broom Kneeholm (Ruscus aculeatus), Double Tongue (Ruscus hypoglossum), Small Grape Hyacint (Muscari botryoides), Bird’s-Nest (Neottia nidus-avis), Lesser Butterfly-Orchid (Platanthera bifolia), Pink Woodruff (Asperula taurina ssp. leucanthera), Dame’s Violet (Hesperina matronalis), Black Bryong (Tamus communis). Furthermore the forest, and the 330 trees sentenced to cutting down. 

Balázs Kevey dr. (botanist)

On the north side of the castle, at slope of Zengő, there is a rare coenosis, so called rock forest. It’s rare in Mecsek. Major part of this forest would damaged or eliminated by the constructions.

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

This process begun in 1994.  Our old system was already amortized therefore we tried to create an economic and efficient system based on new ideas of the headquarters. We have chosen two altitude points in two locations of Hungary:Bánkút in Bükk and Zengő in Mecsek. These two radar stations could be suitable for low altitude aerial survey as far as possible from the border.

German and American survey calculations and model based estimations proved our ideas. The ministry reported each year at defence committee session about 1994/95 parliamentary decree. All members of the committee were participating at these sessions, and nobody was against the installation of a new locator system. I underline: Defence Committe of Parliament was obliged to discuss this issue each year. And nobody of the members – irrespectively from parties – was against the location.

Gábor Duhay (deputy head of department, Ministry of Environment and Water Conservation Affairs)

Matter of locator system installation on Zengő hill begun in 1996.  Since then already eight years passed. The Environmental Impact Study and the subsequent proceedings were declared confidental by the Ministry of Defence, therefore (at least at our ministry) data of impact study exist only in our memories. Thus we don’t have any related documents. 

Narrator

East-Mecsek (where Zengő also belongs to) is a nature conservation area and it is under protection since 1977. Environmental permit which was necessary for starting the construction was not given neither by Duna-Dráva National Park of the first instance, nor by South-Transdanubian Environmental Authority of the second instance.

Gábor Duhay (deputy head of department, Ministry of Environment and Water Conservation Affairs)

Ministry of Defence then intended to change the project. These changes were executed, and then a series of long lasting negotiations were held in professional circles of Ministry of Defence and of the Ministry of Environment. As a result of this Ministry of Environment described the conditions in 23 points. These points contained conditions which to be ensured by the project, namely by the Ministry of Defence, to minimize the damage in natural values.

Finally in 1997 an environmental premit was issued. Since then lots of people mention it with pros and conts. This environmental permit restarted basically  Zengő locator installation project. Next was the plan of the access road to the top of Zengő hill. This plan was taken under permission procedure in 1998.

Narrator

Duna-Dráva National Park rejected  this permit as well of the first instance. After appealing the affair was taken to second instance, and since it was on road construction in a forest the issue was taken to Forestry Office. But an official statement was also necessary from Nature Conservation Office.

Gábor Duhay (deputy head of department, Ministry of Environment and Water Conservation Affairs)

After surveying this plan the Office had to reject it since it was not in accordance at all with the content of the environmental permit. Now we know that unfortunately they missed the deadline, and in few days the official statement should have been arrived to Forestry Office. This is the root of the problem, which then extended: by the commencement of road construction, by the commencement of construction of the road line and other projects (which were completely condemned and opposed by us) and also extended with the problem of paeony and of other protected plants.

Narrator

Forestry Office issued the permit. Environmental Inspectorship made a request to Forestry Office to withdraw it but according to the experts the issued permit was legitimate and valid. Nature Conservation Office turned to Chief Prosecutor Office, but all was in vain: their application was rejected here as well.

Gábor Duhay (deputy head of department, Ministry of Environment and Water Conservation Affairs)

Road construction applied for permit for this yellow line. The permit was issued in a rather ambivalent way, I say. When this plan became effective, National Park Management could not do anything else than prescribing to lessen the damage with issuing permits including botanical exposure of plants, research and emergency resettlement of plants. 

Balázs Kevey dr. (botanist)

Our purpose with replantating was to rescue what we could. The idea came from Duna-Dráva National Park: since ministry issued the permit for road construction, obviously everything will be eliminated during the construction, hence biotopes will be covered by concrete. We wanted to rescue the roadside vegetation.  But this is not the same as replantating some garden plant. It’s neither a kitchen garden nor a plough-land, where if we plant something, it will sprout. If I replantate something I can’t be sure about the outcome. It’s a natural biotope, not an agricultural area. If I replantate something here the result will be influenced by the condition of the plant taken out from that stony soil. It’s also influenced by the competition of plants. Perhaps the new plant won’t be accepted  by the other ones. It could be supressed thus it will disappear. We are not able to check properly what happened with the transferred plants for most of the stakes disappeared. We don’t know how. Some people say wild animals digged them up.

Narrator

Despite legal protection the project got the permit, although, according to a study made on request of György Keleti Defence Minister, it was forbidden to build, even to plan anything on Zengő hill. Old reflexes still worked at the ministries but the civil courage blocked them.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

When we became aware that the Ministry of Defence wanted to install  a NATO locator here above us, we formed this organization. We fight for the survival of natural, cultural and historical values of Zengő. Later also Hungarian green organisations and green movements joined us.
It was the second joining process. This time ca. 60-70,  partly country-wide,  partly local green- and nature-conservation organisations joined us. Our first goal was to gather movements of people of Hosszúhetény, Pécsvárad and Zengővárkony and to protest together against the plan which would destroy our environment.

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

It was before our NATO joining that these locators would be constructed in Hungary by common investment with NATO  aiming to satisfy both NATO both local needs. Number of locations were extended with an other one, Békéscsaba, hence at that time NATO membership of Romania and Bulgaria was not questionable. These estimations were prepared with meticulous care. We investigated all locations. Our results proved: these three locations met the demands. So a uniform system was created within NATO. Principle of NATO regarding the choice of locations is to be able to detect air devices as far as we can. In our case at least for 300-400 km from the Hungarian border. This is our national interest, both from the souverenity of air space and from air defence point of view. In the southern area of Hungary, also taking into consideration the neighbouring devices, was Zengő hilltop was the most proper location.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

In 1996/97 mayor of Pécsvárad visited a similar locator in Koralpe. Local people protested: Zengő sould not be used for such purposes. Sounds about installation faded away later and it seemed to local people, perhaps nothing will come out of the plan. But the real reason was that before our joining, in 1999, financing of installation of  the locators by NATO became feasible.

Since then neither local municipalities nor civil inhabitants were not really informed.  Only few articles were issued till January 2000, when the news were published in press. Then we begun our fight. From 1996 till 1999 Pécsvárad Castle Friendship Circle organised it. They canvassed for signatures as well, but as I mentioned earlier, this action stopped in 1999. We restarted the process at the beginning of 2003.

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

At Pécsvárad  people’s forum it seemed that a consensus could be built up with Pécsvárad inhabitants. In Hosszútétény I lost my confidence in consensus due to certain rather offensive statements. However we felt it is necessary to continue these forums with the inhabitants. 

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

In 2003, when we became aware that they mean seriously the installation of the locator on Zengő hilltop, first we started our activity rather uncertainly: How should we protest, what should we do with the media, how can we call people’s attention against the nonsense idea of the installation and the construction of a wide concrete acces road.

We approached almost all authorities, we approached the Speaker of Parliament, we presented a petition with majority subscriptions to the Constitution Court and to the Ombudsman’s Office. We demonstrated with halfway roadblocks at Hosszúhetény and on the section of road No.6 at Pécsvárad.

So we approached almost all authorities  where we could have got some sort of legal remedy. Beside this we requested ministeries, ministers, parliament committees to investigate this issue. We got promises from everywhere but in fact we had a feeling they did not take it seriously.

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

I participated in sessions of Defence Committee and Environmental Committee as well. Very sharp opinions were expressed regarding the locator. We had quite big fights with Mr. Illés. Some remarks went back almost to military application issues. For one and half years long we tried to arrange these issues. Then everybody represented only their own interests: soldiers represented the interest of  defending the country, environmentalists represented the interest of protecting life.

Zoltán Illés dr. (Member of Environmental Committee of Parliament)

I entered this fight to rescue paeony with the local people. But I have to add: we rescue not just the paeony, a protected species of plants, we also protect the truth of the people here. Furthermore each and every report of the experts proved: this is a nature conservation area, and it is not allowed to construct any kind of radar station or other establishment here.

It is scandalous, strong expression, but I take the responsibility for it, that lausy trick is scandalous, when despite law does not allow, despite it’s a nature conservation area, despite correct rejection of the builders’ intention by National Park of the first instance – all kinds of tricks, pressures and different economic interests carry out the intention of construction of such a locator station anyway. 

They don’t care about God, about people. And of course they don’t care about nature and the paeony at all. Installation of his radar station is unnecessary in Hungary, not only in Mecsek, but in the whole country. Private interests, and not military interests are standing behind this. And not just the interest of sellers of radar station and the interest of the road constructors, but also the interest of rich people: control of their aircrafts, jets is not solved this moment. These aircrafts fly under 3000 metres. 

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

It is necessary to install the radar in Hungary, as we will solve issues of national importance. With this radar we’ll able to provide flights with radiolocation, to exercise and use emergency airplaines. In certain cases flight devices  of civil inhabitants use sometimes certain areas of the air space without  permission. 

These aircrafts should be controlled in air space: just like Highway Code works on the routes, there is Airway Code as well, which must be followed. Radars of civil aircraft control are not suitable for it.

The other problem is that a great part of these aircrafts does not have the equipment which could signal where is it in the air space. But the military radar system is suitable for controlling these aircrafts, and this way it can ensure safety of the air space. Air space control does not mean of course that the army would benefit of it, because this task is layed down in the constitution: the right for safety, the control of air space, the suverenity of air space must be guaranteed for each and every citizen of the republic. This task belongs to our job, therefore citizens don’t have to pay for it.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

The turning point was the event on 13th February, 2004, when contractors of Ministry of Defence had to execute wood cutting around the hilltop in 5 days. We blocked this with our quiet and calm demonstration. 

Narrator

On the eve of battle of Zengő László Sólyom expressed his opinion about demonstrators blocking wood cutting in Hungarian Television 1. channel in „The Evening” programme. When the host asked him about lawfulness, ex-president of Constitution Court replied:

„I am delighted of this demonstration, and I am with them with all of my heart. I hope they will hold on till the 15th. Constitution is behind them. As a matter of fact it is not like that government or the Parliament can decide freely, to which interest they give priority: to the defence interest or to the environmental interest. Constitution describes clearly: it is not allowed to step back from an already reached nature conservation level.”

They were faithful, alert and were keep on fighting.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

Afterwards processes started and it seemed Zengő affair will be decided soon. But it did not happen so. Till the end of March everything seemed calm. Thereafter started the laying down of high-tension lines needed for the locator. We blocked this action successfully, and the Prime Minister ordered to investigate  the issue by an inter-departmental committee formed of independent members of the four ministries.

Much to our regret we did not get exact information about the deadline of the investigation. We only know from the press that the process can take even half a year, which we don’t really understand, since The Ministry of Defence referred previously they should pay serious penalty in case of delay in construction. The committee however got half year for reviewing the problem.

István Láng Prof. Dr. (academian, president of Zengő Committee)

Péter Medgyessy prime minister decided in April 2004 to call upon a committe of independent experts in order to analyse the situation and the problems concerning the construction of the locator more particularly.

Driving force obviously was the rather strong social opposition against installation to Zengő. The Committe: Their idea was that the Committee should consist of 8 members and 1 president. The 4 ministries gave proposal for the 8 members, meaning 2-2 persons per each. The four ministries: Ministry of Environment and  Water Conservancy; Ministry of Defence; Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Justice. Ministry of Environment and Water Conservancy proposed the person to be president of the committee. 

This way I got into this committee. I was proposed to be the president. We tried to execute a very versatile, extensive, complex review, where we investigated the advantages and disadvantages, consequences as a whole. I can tell you, previously there was no review of this type and attitude. This was one of it’s odd parts. The other interesting part was: what we will declare finally.

We met an expectation which was not alike our method. I simplify it: Most of the people, (mainly the press) saw the whole issue as a horse-race, where a lot of competitors are participating and one of them should win, since it was the first. So the question was always which... which one will be the first.

And at the end of our investigation we realised there is no such a place in South-Transdanubia where these two big priorities, both defense and environmental interests could be asserted. Therefore we sad there is no winner. If there was a winner we would have told it with pleasure. So we came to the conclusion that if it can not be done at maximum level, we should try to bring it to a lower level, where both are acceptable.

That’s the point of compromise. After this summary the conclusion and the methodically interesting situation was that from professional point of view it is impossible to give  a definite answer where the radar should be installed. There are advantages and disadvantages everywhere. Disadvantages are the technical issues, the social opposition, budgetary consequences. Therefore political decision is needed in this matter. 

Narrator

Political decision still kept us waiting, while in 2004 a new situation occured: Hungary became a member of European Union. Civils celebrated EU-joining with an ocumenic religious service and with EU flag hoisting on Zengő hill, hoping that EU-joining will result the elimination of old reflexes.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

Our hope, that Hungary will consider natural and environmental values more seriously than before became stronger with EU-joining. However we do believe: decision makers consider environmental and nature conservation issues very important anyway. 

We think government and the prime minister also mentioned several times that Hungary brings it’s culture and knowledge to the Union. In our view solving such a problem in a civilized,  human, fair way could be a very good consequence of our EU joining. It would bring high reputation and appreciation for the government both at home and abroad. We hope the government will recognize this and accordingly will contribute in good reputation and appreciation of Hungary with this decision as well.  

István Láng Prof. Dr. (academian, president of Zengő Committee)

After the primer investigation the prime minister, at that time already Ferenc Gyurcsány, proposed: Let’s have a look at the possibilities in South-Transdanubia. We had to check also the possibility of installation on a flat land instead of a hilltop. Liszó and Mórágy are the two locations of new ones to be considered. According to the report (and this is my own opinion as well) out of the two Mórágy represents a real alternative to Zengő.

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

If we leave Zengő, this point at Mórágy is 301 m altitude point. We investigated this area. Very serious investment is needed for the construction. Furthermore this area is significantly far from western borders, which means if we choose this location we should operate two other radar subordinate units in the area of Transdanubia, and beside this gapfiller radars are also needed, generates significant costs for the ministry, the army and at last but not at least for the country.

In the report of Zengő Committee we presented, backed up with calculations, what does it mean for the country. Moreover we should not forget the fact that presently operating Russian radars must be replaced, because they were operating already  5 years after the reconstruction. This also involves high costs. A new radar costs billions.

István Láng Prof. Dr. (academian, president of Zengő Committee)

Since the 1st of May 2004 Hungary is a full right member of European Union, which means that EU rules of law, including also nature conservation ones  are in force for Hungary. And the Union has very firm principles in the field of nature protection. EU enlarged the concept of protected areas with the so called natura 2000 network, which means there are strict regulations in case of particularly valuable but not necessarily law protected areas as well. But a part of areas of Natura 2000 belongs to category of present landscape conservation or nature conservation areas.

Narrator

Hope of civils was strengthened by that László Sólyom also as president of republic supported them by his participation at Zengő tours. The result of the investigation of Barnabás Lenkovits ombudsman which discovered insufficiencies in law  also strengthened them.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

Barnabás Lenkovics the Parliament Commissioner of Citizen Law investigated Zengő related processes lawfully and in accordance with his authorization. We are very pleased that he came to this conclusion, since basically we have to admit that mind of people sensed last January: all things happened here did not match with human dignity and with natural human attitude.

Now this was backed up constituionally as well. So we can say people’s mind and feelings connected with Hungarian constitution, and between those two a standard was tightened. We think that the executive authority and the decision makers should follow this norm and they should make their decision on this basis.

Narrator

By the further development of EU-joining proceedings  Ministry of Environment represented more and more firm position against the construction of the locator station on Zengő hill. After such a long time the question is just poetic: Why they did not represent this from the beginning?

Gábor Duhay (deputy head of department, Ministry of Environment and Water Conservation Affairs)

Ministry of Environment sticks to the opinion, and this my own idea as well, that installation of a locator station on Zengő hill should be avoided. The area where they wanted to construct this locator station previously is a part of Mecsek landscape protection area, a nature conservation area of country-wide importance. What does the law on nature conservation say about protected area? It’s 13th article declares: It is forbidden to change the condition and characteristics of protected natural area against nature protection goals. And the construction of a locator station on this hill is not a nature protection goal. 

Gábor Csizmadia (graphic artist, Zengő fighter)

Now the stake is so high that since this struggle is going on, almost all our life goes about it. Thus efforts we make for it and all the excitement: If they react like this, what will be our next step, what did this man say, what did the other say, may be it will be like this, perhaps like that... So I can say, we all live in the magic circle of this action. Otherwise the situation that so many people work together for the same goal, is an incredibly exciting community experience. May be this is the greatest community experience of my life, this fight for Zengő.

Narrator

Alarm chain of civils immediately became active when someone of them saw unknown people on Zengő.

Gábor Csizmadia (graphic artist, Zengő fighter)

You should know we organised a proper alarm chain, an alarm system. As soon as the neck tie people, as countryside people call them, so when official people came here wearing suits or neck ties, telefon lines started to burn immediately, and we got 8-10 alarms. And those 8-10 people were the employees of the investor.

And I jumped into the car with my friend Feri Bíró. They walked ca. 50 m on the forest road when we got there. We asked them firmly: Who are you and what are you doing here? Of course we made quite a trouble with this action. We called up their attention if they conclude  contracts with the Ministry of Defence they have to prepare themselves perhaps they not always will succceed with keeping the deadlines, since we always want to protect the hill curageously. And it really was proven by history in connection with the ditching.

Narrator

At the beginning of 2005, after EU joining, after the report of Zengő Committee, after the ombudsman investigation it seemed they will not construct a locator on Zengő hill. But in February 2005 with the participation of minister of defence, minister of environment and professional experts another investigation took place on Zengő. 

Ferenc Juhász (Minister of Defence)

Welcome you and colleagues of Ministry of Environment. We, Mr. Persányi minister and myself got the assignment from the prime minister that we should investigate at a local survey wether the responsible experts of Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Defence see same tasks ahead. Therefore we execute this survey together. I ask my colleagues please check the documentation so we could stop at certain places to investigate the situation. 

Narrator

During the local survey experts investigated alternative possibilities of construction of the locator system. Civils were on the hill as usual.

Gábor Csizmadia (graphic artist, Zengő fighter)

They pointed out a spot on the map, well it will be good for us. But we don’t allow it! Can you undertand please? I am not angry with you, but we will not let it be! Please understand: This is our hill and we will never give up! Technocrats want to steel this hill, neck-tied people pointed on the map: It will be fine for us. But we don’t allow it!

I send the message to minister we don’t let our hill. Please tell him this word by word. If they don’t belive it here blood will flow. But it will be our blood! Is it clear? We don’t threaten anybody, but we sacrifice our whole life here! This is my message to your bosses. Goodby! On the other hand I respect your work.

Narrator

Ferenc Juhász minister of defence presented to the head of state a short report on air defence of the country in summer of 2005. László Sólyom  unofficially came to Zengő again in autumn 2005. The uncertain situation was terminated by the declaration of Ferenc Gyurcsány in November 2005. No locator on Zengő. But will be on Tubes.   

Gábor Csizmadia (graphic artist, Zengő fighter)

We were delighted with the news that no locator on Zengő, although our happiness was not without pain, as we can not believe to anybody and anything anymore. So many conflicting rumours were coming out that we accepted  all kind of new issues with doubt. But this was a clear declaration oustanding in communication of Ministry of Defence so far. In this case a definite statement was made: Ministry of Defence gave up Zengő as a location of the locator system. So we should be really delighted with it, but there is some bitterness or doubt in it as I mentioned formerly.

István Kurucz dr. (military expert)

Although Zengő Committe did not investigate this issue, Tubes came into the picture because on the basis of  examinations we did not find any environmental problem. Hence there is an operating object, this plateau is damaged already, and aerials are on the top of it.

Our purpose was even to make the view nicer. On the basis of long calculations we found the possibility to place both civil and defence communications systems onto the tower of the new radar, so there could have been only one radar aerial on the hilltop, and we wanted to keep the belvedere tower which was built with the help of the inhabitants.

We discussed at several meetings with local people the connection of locator and biosphere. We can declare biosphere is not damaged in this area, as returning swallows occupied the radar, they live there.

Radiation of the radars is much less now than it was in case of old Russian radars. Well it is true radar station is unfamiliar for the people, but it is possible to live with it. For example in the centre of Berlin at Tempelhoff airport a defence radar is operating already for decades at 60-70 m height. We will do everything for the consensus. We believe soon a decision will be made in this question on the basis of referendum initiated by the inhabitants. We hope.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

Feasibility study of locator was pushed from one very wrong solution to another wrong solution. Defenders of Tubes fight for their hill with great efforts and willingness. I think we should wish them good luck. We have to respect their efforts as we also defended Zengő with such a great willingness and power, and they also partcipated in it.

Zoltán Illés dr. (Member of Environmental Committee of Parliament)

It was proven again how huge role a person can play. And if there are one, two, three... eight people who don’t tend to accept, don’t want to consider as a fact that someone wants to obey them for something. They are brave. They simply say as citizens: we have had enough of this dirty trick. We protest against it, we act against it! And if circumstances allow they get partners: people, intellectuals and not intellectuals as well, people of common sense, then they will succeed to block these dirty tricks. They will succeed to stop killing the nature.

Tamás Herbert (Speaker of Civils for Zengő Movement)

Since the transformation civil movements became stronger and stronger in Hungary, and beside this the awareness of the environment developed as well. More and more people consider environment as strategic importance issue. We consider it very important that next generation could have their living space, their natural home, because from this they can live on, can regenerate and revive. 

Narrator

Civils remained faithful to fight leaded by their fullhearted clear feelings. In May 2006 participants of paeony tour celebrated the victory: They saved their holy hill,  Zengő.

No other hill in our earth like Zengő. No, I say, because this hill can produce so many kinds of sounds. Not even an orchestra could do the same. Zengő got it’s name for it can play music in a thousand ways. 

Zengő is rustling and rumbling. But the music of the hill is often frightening, sometimes it reminds us to wailing, sometimes to crying, sometimes to growling. Some people say it is because of the wind. And the reason why Zengő has so many kinds of sounds is that there is no two winds alike, as no two persons alike, as no two blades of grass alike was born.

What worth the cold reason?!

We need more – the emotion!

But not just any feeling

But passion and bleeding

To search the meaning of life

To love, to hope and to strife!

It’s not enough – for the World!

We need more – for the people!

Not enough – for the Homeland!

We need more, now, for your kin!

Not enough – for the Truth

Fight for their rights

Who has the freedom

They just don’t know yet

That it’s not enough!

That it’s not enough yet!
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