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Musics and poetries on the way of the spiders of Salento

direction by Paolo Pisanelli e production company Big Sur, Provincia di Lecce,
Unione dei Comuni della Grecia Salentina, Istituto Diego Carpitella, Archivio Cinema del reale






MUSIC AND POETRY ON THE WAYS OF THE SPIDER OF SALENTO,

THE TRANSFORMATION OF AN ANCIENT POPULAR RITUAL INTO A HUGE POP MUSIC PARTY  

Brief Synopsis:

 Salento, a sunny plain at the southernmost tip of the Italian peninsula, is renowned for the presence of a particular type of  spider which has been studied for centuries by musicologists,  doctors and antropologists.

The Tarantula is a mythical insect and its bite is symbolical but it is  the main symbol of the culture of the Salento:. This small spider bit mostly women by injecting them with  poison, and which could only be neutralized by dancing to the sound of the pizzica -therapeutic music which would cure their sickness- and by going to St. Paul’s Chapel in Galatina where they would ask for grace.
The music and poetry in the film are the means by which the frontiers which separate dreams and reality are crossed:  through the exploration of  Salento as a metaphor of  Southern Italy. The stories of oppressed women, emigrants and farm labourers who once sang about love and  labour under the burning sun, are narrated. Their memories and narrations, their ways of singing and playing instruments encounter the musical explosion of the pizzica, which surfaces from the past, along with its symbolical connotations, all this becomes a festival, “La Notte della Taranta”. 
The Festival is so alluring that thousands of music lovers and tourists, infected by the overwhelming rhythm of the tambourines and the sound of a large sixty strong people’s orchestra of singers and musicians, are attracted to Melpignano, a small town in the “Greek” Salento, in August.  This amazing people’s festival has taken the place of the pain which, right up to the 70s, afflicted those people and their families who were bitten by the tarantula.  Not with standing transformations and mutations, the pizzica still maintains its original wholesome function of release, obliging everyone to dance without rest until dawn, as if in a spectacular collective rite. 

Protagonists of the movie are the old men, poets- singers- farm workers from Salento, the old women, singers- farm workers, the singers and musicians of the Notte della Taranta Orchestra. With the participation of Pino Zimba, directed by the conductor Ambrogio Sparagna, the poetesses and poets who took part in the poetry-writing workshops directed by the non/conductor Giovanni Lindo Ferretti. A collective experience feeding the musical spirit of the territory and striking the continuous transformation of pop music.

.

Original title: Il sibilo lungo della taranta

English title::The long hiss of the tarantula

Country and year of production: Italy 2006
Running time: 80 min.
Format: DV CAM , DIGITAL BETACAM 

Production company: Big Sur, Provincia Di Lecce, Unione dei Comuni della Grecìa salentina, Istituto Diego Carpitella, Archivio cinema del reale.

Screenplay, direction, photography: Paolo Pisanelli

Editing : Manuel Cassano, Paolo Turla Co-editing : Federico Della Corte

Sound: Emanuele Costantini, Manuel Cassano

Sound editing: Marcos Molina  Sound mix: Paolo Segat 
Cast: : the old poets and singers of the Salento,
the singers and the musicians of the Popular Orchestra de' the Night of the Taranta directed by the conductor Ambrogio Sparagna, the poetesses and poets of the poetry-writing workshop directed by the non/conductor Giovanni Lindo Ferretti
Filmmaker(s) Bio: 

Paolo Pisanelli was born in Lecce in 1965. He started working as stage photographer in 1989. In 1993 he got a degree in Architetture and in 1996 a certificate from the Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia. Since 1995 he has devoted himself to film-making, releasing a series of documentaries  screened at National and International Festivals, he has also won several prizes. 

He attended the 1999 edition of the Biennale Arte in Venice and in 1998 he founded BIG SUR, an Independent Cooperative of cinematographic productions and a Media Lab.  He is a creator and artistic director of “CINEMA DEL REALE, a docfilm festival in Salento and responsible of the Laboratorio Cinema at the Diurnal Center via Montesanto, 71 in Rome.  His most important films include:  DON VITALIANO (2002), ROME A.D. 999 – PER L’ANNO DEL SIGNORE (2000), THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN (1998),  IN VIEW OF A RAPID SHUTDOWN (1997)

Filmography 

In silence (1993)

In  view of a rapid shutdown (1997)

Me, endless calculation (1998)

The magnificent seven (1998)

N (1999)

Where we go (1999-2000)

Rome A.D. 999 (2000)

Rome A.D. (2001)

From zero to Rimini (2002)

Tunza Tunza - italian djs electronic productions (2002)

The color of body (2003)

Enrico Berliguer, conversations in Campania (2004)

The long hiss of the tarantula (2006)
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