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Synopsis:

Ukraine is suffers the highest AIDS rate in Europe, "On the Edge. Six Episodes on AIDS in Ukraine" offers an analysis of the social causes of the epidemic as well as its social consequences.  

The film shows the lives of drug users, who constitute about one per cent of the total population. It also shows the production of drugs, the drug trade and the related corruption. We visit destroyed families, in which a whole generation past away because of AIDS due to drug abuse. Those who remain are infants and the elderly. The film shows orphans and children in the TB hospital, as well as the lack of physicians that work on poverty-related diseases. 
The film focuses on the dismal conditions in the labour camps, where approximately 200,000 people live, a high number of them get infected with HIV – through sharing syringes or experiencing sexual violence. Even in the most atrocious places where one would least expect, there are people who are trying to do something to improve these terrible conditions. It turns out that in almost all cases the people concerned are women. 
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Short Bio-/Filmography:

Born 1963 in Nienburg/Weser, former West-Germany. 1991 – 2003 working for TV as writer, editor and director of documentaries. 

Beside that some free work, (e.g.) documentary “In einem anderen Teil des Waldes” (1997, writer, director), short film (fiction) “War Memorial Park” (2000, writer, director), work as screenwriter (fiction): “Loreley” (2001, dir. Nicole Deppé)

This is my second film on this topic, it’s now five years since our first visit to the Ukraine. We were unprepared, shocked by the number of people dying from AIDS and tuberculosis and drugs and even more so by the circumstances under which they had to die. In 2004 I released the first film “We don’t want to die like this. AIDS in Odessa” –with virtually no financial assiatance and without permission – in pre-orange-revolution Ukraine. 

At that time, hardly anybody wanted to pay attention to the problem and there was hardly any help at all. Therefore, we felt that in this case filmmaking wasn’t enough and we started our own humanitarian project. In the mean time, it has grown into a network of four projects. We may say that at least in Germany “On the Edge” had its part in improving the situation in terms of the awareness of politics and public.

Information on our projects and also press material for the film please find at 

www.aids-ukraine.org

