GREINA (2006)               
A film by Villi Hermann, Imagofilm Lugano – Switzerland

Synopsis 
For the brief summer period, Giovanni Boggini, native of the village of Aquila (Blenio Valley in the Southern part of Switzerland), leads his cattle onto the mountain pasture. We are in the Greina Alps, a vast plateau (7200 feet) which unites Ticino and Grigioni. This will be the dairyman’s  last year of producing his cheese and butter in a wood-fired cauldron, in the traditional way. These mountain heartlands have been forced to “modernize to European standards”. 

During the winter months, we return to the Motterascio pasture via helicopter to find it cloaked in white, glacier-like. Later, we accompany Giovanni Boggini into the white interior of the new laboratory. Resplendent with shiny tiles and glittering instruments, it resembles a high-tech pharmaceutical plant. The incredulous dairyman reluctantly accepts the sterilized cap and other similar constrictions. 

It is my belief that only a deep-seated passion for the trade could account for those individuals who, despite the difficulties, continue to keep it alive.

(Villi Hermann, Lugano, Switzerland)

The soundtrack was composed and performed by Christian Gilardi, Zeno Gabaglio and Marco Fratantonio, who combine electronic sounds with popular instruments such as the accordion, a “classic” instrument of the rural world.

Synopsis short

During the summer, Giovanni Boggini, an alpine shepherd from Switzerland takes his cattle to pasture in the Greina Alps. This is the last year that he is able to make his cheese and butter in the traditional way due to modernization and becoming Euro-compatible. Only the love and passion for one’s own profession can explain the motivation in spite of difficulties to keep this art alive.
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