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*minding and mining

Azerbaijan 

Baku and surroundings

Oil fields 

Ilyich Bay and Temple of Allah 

Hello. Do you speak Russian?

-Who are you?

-We’re shooting a film here.

-And have you got papers?

-Of course we do. 

Who gave you permission? Stop!

Come. We need to clarify this.

-But that’s mine.

-You’ll get it back.

-Come on to the office.  

-All right.

Written, directed, edited, sound 

recorded by Martin Marecek 

-This just isn’t possible.

-Why?

-You’re shooting a film here?

-Yes, a documentary.

-Where’re you from? England?

-Czech Republic. 

-You mean you’re Slavs?

-Yes, Slavs.

I see. Good chaps. 

I’m actually a teacher of

Russian and literature. 

With the government changes, 

Russian isn’t taught anymore. 

I lost my job. I’ve worked 

here for three years. 

It’s hard work. 

Aliyev used to say that oil

men are more than heroes.

Oil men’s toil - that’s more

than heroism. 

Look back, in the past ...

In the twelfth century, they 

gathered what came to the surface. 

Then transported it to Europe 

and to the East. 

They used to have black

lamps with Baku oil. 

Baku was first of the firsts. 

This is the first oil rig. 

Somewhere there...

Then they started extracting

in the sea too. 

In 1949, they launched the first

rig in the open sea, near Baku. 

That’s the history in short. 

They’ve been sniffing around

the site since yesterday.

Our number is 690. 

Please forward the information up. 

Yes, three of them, here. 

I’ll expect your calling. 

It’s a strategic object. Get it?

You need permission. 

-That’s oil industry. Get it? 

-We do. 

We’ll have a word with our

management.

The State Oil Company of 

Azerbaijan Republic

written, produced, translated

by Martin Skalsky

We would like to film

interviews with workers, 

with people from the Oil

Company, officials, 

for the film to be broad, with

various people speaking. 

Khoshbekht Yusifzadeh, 

vice president of SOCAR

Yes, how long have you 

been here?

Two, three days. 

We’ve just arrived. 

Just started to look for contacts 

and possibilities for filming. 

We’d like to hear your advice. 

We know we need permission

to film government works.

Well, we’ll take care of that. 

In Soviet times, Czechs and

us were together...It was so...

Necessary to have talks with

workers, with women...

A leftover of the socialist

system.

You need to talk with workers, 

with a young girl, a women. 

It sure has its magic, nothing

against that. 

Then, when going somewhere, 

you’d have this list.

It surely was like that in 

your country. 

One’s a worker, another an

engineer, and so on ...

There’s something about it. 

But when you have talks with

workers, what will they say?

„Well, I work, I live...“

Nothing else. 

Well, good, we shall arrange 

your visiting a site tomorrow. 

I will appoint this man and 

you will go with him. 

Film this and that, 

everything. 

Then come back and I’ll

give you a summary. 

Where’s the senior?

Oil fields

Govsani and Gumadasi

The main oil source is

under those houses.

Elemdar Huseynov

oil fields director

That must be an ecologically

neutral zone.

Environmentalists won’t allow

oil extraction in urban areas.

Thus, we lead the rig 

from here, inclining it.
The underground oil sources

are still sufficient. 

Aslan Askerov, 

SOCAR  official

There’s only that question: 

Is extracting oil worth it or not?

Is it worth investing in, or not?

I don’t think oil is running out. 

If we kept going a bit, there is

the site called Surakhani. 

There’s been a rig for 150 

years. It still pays off. 

Baku panorama

Apsheron Peninsula

Almost half of the yearly 

state budget is oil money. 

To Azerbaijani people, 

oil means real profit.
Oil fields

Surakhani 

Mirvari Gahramanli, 

Independent Union; dissident

You’re looking at the poisoned

land of Apsheron. 

The place is really appalling, 

but there are many. 

The radiation here is about 

20 000 micro roentgens. 

If you’re informed, you know 

what that means for people. 

It’s dangerous for the future. 

Something can happen to these

people, at any time. 

You will see this everywhere.

This here is oil?

It was. In winter, it gathers 

water and you get mud, 

radiating background, and - 

the source is a danger to life. 

If you had measuring gear, 

you’d leave Baku in a day. 

You’d run away. Radiation is

100 times higher around here.  

It feels as if twenty

tankers spilled around here.
By no means do we want to 

impair the ecosystem.

Not for oil, not for gas. 

We look after the 

ecological stability. 

When extracting oil, 

it gets  impaired. 

An uninformed person will 

worry about the environment.

But you look at the state 

of the sea and environment  

Here, people can live 

and work in peace. 

Do Not Enter - Kills!

All this is The Zone. 

Oil fields

Biby-Eyybat

We work here and supervise 

it all. Whether the pumps work

If they don’t, the repair guys 

come, fix it, and we go again. 

All this is crude oil.

Oil above, oil beneath. 

When it’s hot, the water 

evaporates and steam comes up. 

Oil and steam evaporate together, 

that’s why the air is so heavy. 

Radiation level raises, air gets

heavy and it’s hard to breathe. 

I feel sorry for those 

who  live here. 

I come at 8 and leave at 5, 

but they live here all the time. 

Have you lived here 

for a long time?

Yes, for 10 years. 

Did you choose this place 

or  was it by chance?

No, we work here as farmers.

We’ve got a cow. 

We sell milk, cheese...

-You keep cows around here?

-Yes. 

-Animals?

-Over there… 

You’re not afraid it’s unhealthy?

With oil leaking all around ... 

No, oil is not dangerous. 

We’ve got a spa, Naftalan. 

People get oil cures in there. 

There’s nothing unhealthy 

in our oil. 

They work here. We just walk 

by... We never stand near. 

They work here,  

so it can’t beunhealthy. 

But that stink might make 

you feelunwell...

It needs to be fixed, to make it

all right and better around here. 

To make it perfect, some trees 

need to be planted over here. 

Our oil is good. 

It’s the best oil. 

It’s all we’ve got - 

all of Azerbaijan lives on oil. 

We’ve got other stuff, too. 

But oil is the best. 

We keep the sea very clean...

We’re environmentally smart. 

Our sea is clean. There’re fish 

and birds. Do you see?

You can swim in the sea, 

but it’s not allowed when working. 

Azerbaijan is the Oil Academy. 

When opening new fields 

in  the world, 

they consult our experts. 

We have good experts. 

30 years ago, they lectured 

in Germany, in America. 

They’ve learned and now 

they extract oil by themselves,

but they always consult

our experts.  

This is the house and family 

of Aziz Imramverdiyev, 

who’s worked in the oil field of 

Biby-Eyybat for 20 years 

as a metal-worker and repair man... 

He’s my deputy. 

He’s active and brave. 

Well, that’s an oil man - 

and his life. 

He got this apartment  almost 

8 years ago. 

He can’t fix the place up, 

because his salary is ...

23 Shirvans ...

It’s less than 60 dollars. 

55 dollars.  

The work is hard 

and the money little. 

You get paid and before 

the next pay day, 

you’re in debt. 

It pays for less than ten days 

of our actual work here.

What can you get for this much?

Bread and some vegetables. 

But the kids are growing, 

they need to eat,  they need fruit. 

He grows his own - at least 

he can feed his family somehow. 

It’s only up to him. His wife 

doesn’t work. Two kids. 

He tries to work extra,  makes 

bars,  to be able to feed them. 

To be an oil men,  

you’ve got to be healthy.  

To enjoy life and be handy. 

In the right conditions, a man 

should never even feel 

he’s working. He should work 

and relax at the same time. 

This, chaps, is my uniform.

Check the quality...

Check it out, that’s 

what they gave us. 

This question was  discussed

at the Union meeting. 

Jahangir K Aliyev,

chair of the Official Union

In the oil industry, there are no 

problems with work clothes. 

It used to be a weak point.

People would get bad clothes, 

with no chance of replacement. 

Nowadays,  we  get them 

handmade in a factory.  

Your work clothes depend 

on your position. 

For each job,  

there’s a special outfit. 

This is the oil men’s uniform. 

-And an empty pocket!

-Exactly,  an empty pocket.

And that’s a good uniform that I got. 

They charge everyone 

50 dollars for this. 

They don’t buy two or three -

but over 2 000 of these...

See? Where does the oil money

disappear? Straight into pockets.

Talking of corruption 

- it’s worldwide. 

It’s spread more in some 

places, less in others. 

I do not think it’s the most 

important issue for us. 

Do you know Azerbaijan’s score

in the world’s corruption index?

125th out of 133 countries. 

Eighth from the end. 

Somewhere it gets better,  

somewhere worse. 

Azerbaijan is 125th.  

I heard those facts, too. 

But I’m amazed there are

parameters for such a table. 

How do you measure  

the level of corruption?

I know how much we extract, 

and how to add it up. 

But how do you 

measure corruption?

I am not an expert,  

but I think that each organization 

should keep busy with 

their agenda. 

He wants to have a good life. 

If you want that,  you’ve got 

to say what they want to hear. 

Those up there.  

Do as they say, 

and you can live well. 

Stand up for people 

or for your rights, 

and you’ll live as I do. 

There is this unwritten 

law in our country.  

Here in Azerbaijan. 

An ideologue is with us, 

always checking on   

what the worker says. So we 

can’t ask too many questions.

This is the third we’ve  drilled. 

We’ve drilled two already. 

The well is 2,221 metres 

deep right now.  

Now we’re in the middle 

of geophysical works.  

Measuring depth, angle and slope.

Geophysical works ...

If you don’t starve - live! 

Extract oil! For their wallets.

That’s exactly why his life 

is like this. 

I want you to film 

those great buildings...

Those villas, 

that suck their blood. 

It’s to wash dirty money.

70% of Azerbaijanies 

live in poverty. 

This is his life and that’s 

a villa over there. 

I want all of Europe to see.

When people drive their cars - 

let them see how we get oil. 

How he puts his soul 

into extracting it. 

There is wealth,  but this one 

shall always live like this. 

My leg was actually broken. 

Did you notice?  I limp.  

Over here?

Yes. I’m worried that the kids 

might  fall in, they walk around. 

These are industrial pipes, 

carying oil. Well, it used to. 

Building material is expensive, 

so I bought these pipes.

It’s dangerous. To life, 

to kids. To everything.  

There’s radiation in there. 

There’s radiation in there. 

Wecan’t live without it anymore. 

Here we go, see?

This is the black gold. For that, 

we work our asses off. 

We don’t live,  we just survive.

The Azerbaijani working class

all live like this. 

But I’m not complaining. 

I’m still doing fine. For 90% 

of people, it’s much worse. 

And those wealthy 5% - 

those are the officials. 

You must have noticed - 

they’d never  talk of any problems. 

Better help yourself 

without complaining. 

They’ve chosen this work. 

To solve problems and troubles.

Here, work never stops. 

Night and day. 

Does not stop for a minute. 

The technology wouldn’t let

the rig sleep at night...

The oil rig is impossible to stop, 

it works constantly. 

When Leonid Ilyich Brezhnev, 

the Soviet Secretary General, 

paid us a visit,  he saw the windy 

weather and hard work 

and  he said: „The sea oil men’s 

toil - that’s more then heroism.“

He valued our drudgery. 

First Secretary of the USSR.

The Secretary General…

music

Oil Symphony, S. Panyev

International survey 

says that in Baku, 

300 000 people live  

in polluted zones.
Radiation level is 

similar to Cernobyl.

*controls and contracts

Is it his voice mail, 

or he’s not picking up?

-His phone is off. 

-Off, aye?

People fear meeting us. 

He might have called the cops.

No way. 

We can call that 

secret cop over there. 

So we’re already 

being watched, right?

-What are you filming?

-A documentary about Azerbaijan. 

A documentary about Azerbaijan?

Eldar Zeynalov 

Human Rights Center, dissident

Did you see the broken 

windows on your way in?

They got broken last year, 

a fewtimes I meant to fix it, 

but thenthey threatened us, 

I thought they’d break 

them again.

Many human rights organizations

are nice to the government, 

and their windows are 

still in one piece. 

That oil ecological disaster 

is a product of the Oil Company. 

Until recently, Ilham Aliyev 

was SOCAR’s vice director,  

our president’s son… And nobody

would criticize the state elite. 

People got into trouble 

for criticizing the Oil Company. 

Our president’s father, Heydar

Aliyev, did the most important.

His son’s a president now. 

It’s all their work. 

That’s the way people 

got used to obeying. 

Have you got food, a place 

to live? Then sit and shut up. 

Our people are good. 

We like guests. We signed 

world contracts with them. 

Century’s contract on the development of oil fields as a Azeri, Cirag and Gunesli in the Caspian sea which had been concluded on the 20th of September in 1994 became the beginning of laborious operation of leader of Azerbaijani state, Mr. Heydar Aliyev, which were directed to cooperation with many countries of the world in attracting foreign investments. 

Century’s contract imposed economical development of our country, especially of oil field sector.  

What happened for us when 

the Contract was signed? 

The whole Alyev clan’s 

position got stronger. 

After his father’s death in 2003,

Ilham became president. 

International observers claimed

his election was falsified. 

Although the election 

was falsified - 

before the results were public, 

Armitage called from America, 

that he looks forward to 

cooperating with Ilham. There. 

In those October elections, 

people stood up for their rights. 

And look how it ended. 

A few days later, elections 

were falsified in Georgia. 

The same Americans criticized 

the results falsification

and Shevarnadze had to leave. 

We have oil and Georgia doesn’t,

therefore they’ll have democracy

and nothing will change for us. 

It’s two different things. 

With Ilham, into better tomorrows!

Soon, Azerbaijan will be 

renamed by Heydar Aliyev. 

-They even wanted... 

-To call the republic Heydarabad. 

No, Baku-Ceyhan would be 

„Heydar Alyev’s Pipeline“.

It’s a shame they didn’t. 

I’d have a good long swear. 

The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan: BTC 

project is part of the Contract. 

It’s the world’s longest export 

pipeline, built by corporations

lead by British BP. The project

is supported by the World Bank 

and the European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development.

Through those, each of us 

contributed, by paying taxes.  

The Russians used to take over

and called it their empire.

Whose empire are we now? BP’s. 

Woodward, as well as the former 

Soviet Secretary, says:

„All is fine. We’ve made 

the Azerbaijani people happy.“

On 20th Sept., it will have been

ten years since the Contract. 

And what have I seen 

in that decade? 

David K. Woodward

president of BP Azerbaijan

I’ll have to apologize to Michael Townsend  ‘cause I haven’t got any BTC pictures for him. 

The more you do, the less you see… 

It’s all under the ground, so there’s nothing to see. 

We’re happy to take your questions. Thank you. 

Why are human rights stepped on? 

There are 8 million people!

Everybody, her and her kids

Included, has debts. 

BP have already invested 

10 billion, we have to pay it back. 

Besides that, Azerbaijan received

loans for 55 other projects. 

From the World Bank, 

European Bank. And who shall pay?

Her great grandchildren. 

All of our lives, we’re paying the 

investments and loans back. 

Michael Townsend 

BP dir. of Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan

As much oil, lowest cost, makes more revenue. And there are only three things that drive the world, is that.. your… the money that come, you know, the amount of oil you produce, minus your cost, that’s your profit. 

But maybe the problem with Azerbaijan is still big corruption because it’s …Azerbaijan is on high level of corruption… positions and – we think about it. Are they able to be effective in using the oil fund money?

Well, I mean there are a few things. We operate here and we have very clear standards, go to the world website and see the standards we operate on and we operate very successfully here. And in terms of Azerbaijan, the oil funds, the money that we generate on behalf of Azerbaijan goes into the oil fund, it is audited by Ernst&Young when it goes in, it is also audited by the IMF.

· And we enclosed all these figures.
Tamam Bajatli 

BP spokesperson
And we actually, we publish them. So, in terms of the… and we are the biggest revenue generator with Azerbaijan, so the money we provide in gets put into a bank account and when it goes out of the bank account, it is also audited, and I think that’s a pretty remarkable step. 
OK.
So what? Those investments

were a present or what?

They make money from our oil. 

Enjoy! 

But they should respect the people 

of their money-making place. 

We also want to shoot some BP facilities in here. I wonder if it is really possible or who can give us the permission because it will be interesting for us.

We have just met the BTC.. It’s kind of virtually impossible, because we are one to go .. it is similar to any of our facilities, but to go to a BTC site you wanted, it’s only 20 kilometers from Georgia. Now there’s very little activity there, you know. Like elsewhere, ‘cause the lines are under the ground. 

· So it’s finished. There’s nothing interesting.

· Nothing really. 

We can certainly give you some archive film.

· Yeah, we have a few videos.

There’re really nice, made professionally by an international company, not locally.

· And do you think we should use it in the film? 

· You can use it however you want. We have … Do you have?

· All the recent ones.

We respect workers, everyone. 

The Baku-Ceyhan Pipeline.

The finish will be so celebrated.

Pipeline Baku-Ceyhan.

These singers are famous for their romantic and somewhat sarcastic way of commenting on the news. But today, they praise the national project that’s taking place next door. The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline.

In a culture where the verbal skills are far more developed than writing, it’s better to talk and to listen. 

Poylu village 

Western Azerbaijan

All these sites received money. 

See, they got money. But does

the pipeline cross their land?

No.

It goes through here, they gave

money to the wrong owners.

You will see, over there. 

They collected money 

from those people?

No, they agreed on 

splitting it in half. 

So they shared. 

Javanshir Gadimov

reporter, political ex-prisoner

I publish an ongoing article 

on human rights infringement

in places people weren’t paid for 

the pipeline crossing their land. 

The chair of the District National

Committee can have me arrested, 

to avoid this investigation and 

the exposing of his criminal acts. 

Zayam village 

Western Azerbaijan

It was just women who came here.

Their men are in Russia 

making money. 

Here, they couldn’t feed 

their families. 

The other reason they 

can’t come 

is that the chair of 

the local National Committee

would immediately have them 

arrested for saying things. 

They’ve tried threatening, 

then bribing. 

-They’ve tried with us, too. 

-We’re not corrupt.

We want people to stand up 

for their rights. 

Amirkhan Rustamov 

village senior

We are used to working. I’m 73.

I’m the work veteran. 

We struggle, it’s drudgery. 

We had wheat and potatoes, 

but the bulldozer dug it out

and ruined it. Is that fair?

We came here as they’re 

building the pipeline. 

I said: “Listen, you’re ruining 

the crops. Stop it!“ 

They said:„No, we’ll go on.“ 

They called the office, 30 cops 

came and kicked us out. There.

The police are a strong force, 

we’re just farmers. 

I want this Baku-Ceyhan pipeline

to come so quickly, 

I wish to bring us joy,

Baku-Ceyhan.

This is the Baku-Tbilisi-

Ceyhan pipeline. 

It goes through here, 

through our land. 

There’re no pipes over there. 

How come they got money

if the pipes lead through here?

Is that fair? 

No, it’s a huge problem.  

This is my land. Again - 18, 17, 

16, 15 - and it’s right here. 

They’ve ruined the land! 

And gave money to those people!

Jashar Hamidov from BTC 

came with papers and money.

„Where are my documents?“,

I asked. „Are you hiding them?“

He replied: „One minute of me

answering costs 100 dollars. 

I can’t answer you.“

They hid our old documents

and issued new, altered ones. 

Then they said our fields aren’t

here. 

Right in front of our eyes. 

It’s the officials who do it. 

And they still threaten us, 

sending the police. What is it?

Our village officials obey

Aslan Aslanov and threaten us. 

I was told: “Keep it to yourself 

or else we’ll kill you.“ 

They’ve ruined everything. 

The wheat, the potatoes. 

Why did they change her papers? 

Her time’s coming up. 

Why not give her money at least to 

pay  for her own funeral. Why?

We even wrote a petition. 

Look, this is our petition, 

137 people signed. 

Local women were provided both the equipment and training to make work clothes for the contractors at Sangatchal. Local women, whose husbands are mostly unemployed, can earn around a 100 Dollars a month while still having time to look after their children and household. 

Today, almost 2400 people work on 443 km long BTC pipeline in Azerbaijan.  

During work, their car goes 

through here all day long.

We don’t say anything. 

They can trespass. 

But they ruin land 

that is officially ours. 

First they should sign a contract, 

and then drive through. 

Look at him. They get all 

scared when you film them. 

Because they all feel guilty. 

I have kids, grandchildren. 

What will they live on?

There’re no jobs. Just soil.

And now they’ve ruined that. 

We respect workers, everyone.

Baku-Ceyhan pipeline. 

Talking of this Oil Company...

Because of them, we blocked

the railway three times. 

For almost two and a half hours,

we stopped the Azpetrol tanks. 

We did it to show that they 

grabbed our money. 

To prove that they 

forged documents. 

Ilham Aliyev should ask himself:

Why do women block railways?

I meant to commit suicide,

to jump under a train.

They caught me 

and held me back. 

The police did. 

The police. 

You’re asked to go 

to the office. 

We’re filming people and their land. 

We don’t need permission for it. 

You shall explain that to us. 

You’re here without a permit. 

This is the Oil Company’s land. 

Without a permit? We’re all 

local citizens. And I’m a poet. 

The Contract was signed without   

us, the land turned to nothing. 

I’ll bring a bulldozer and dig it 

all out. We got no compensation.

I brought them here. They’ll film

this and show it to the betters.

Keep filming!

Pass our complaint to Americans, 

to Brits, to all who buy the oil. 

One day we’ll take shovels and

go and break the pipes. 

We can’t let go of our land. 

In that case, give me the tape. 

I’ll take it. 

No way.

Film it! 

Let him do whatever!

Man, stop it! I’ll get you 

in that car and take you away!

Why? It’s my own land, 

you have no right!

-Stop filming!

-What?

Human rights have also triggered prominently external debates about the project. In April, Equity International, a Geneva based not-for-profit organization began training selected members of Azerbaijan security forces at a base outside Baku.
I must say that you must know the purpose of going, which is very good.

The emphasis is on demonstrating that human rights principles can be embedded in a practical way in day-to-day operations of the security forces that will protect the pipeline corridor. 

Uncle, do not force me 

to take you away. 

We don’t know who they are.

They might be spies. 

The ones who brought and laid

the pipes, those are spies. 

These are no spies. Our crops 

were ruined and it’s bad for us. 

Give me that tape. 

I’m gonna take it.

Don’t give it!

Stop filming. Enough!

Let them film my field. 

CZECH JOURNALISTS

DETAINED 

AT THE PIPELINE

IN AKSTAFA DISTRICT

RELEASED AFTER INTERVENTION

OF THE OSCE
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BTC video

They were ordered to handcuff us

and take the tape, 

to destroy it as an exhibit. 

But we have it

and the evidence, too. 

It all proves the criminal activities

of the District Committee Chair

and other officials of the local

committees in villages. 

Those people are criminals.

They ought to be punished. 

The District National Committee

Independent Azerbaijan.

Akstafa - way to independence.

First we introduce each other, 

then you may ask. 

-All right?

-Yes, that will do. 

Welcome to our guests. Our 

Republic’s guests are ours, too. 

We welcome them and are 

ready to offer them help. 

Eldar Tatarov

vice chair of the Committee

Javanshir here is our local. We

know him and would like

to know what’s your relationship

with him?

You mean journalist to journalist

or man to man?

Naturally... No worries...

Wouldn’t they be welcomed if

they did know me?

If Mr. Javanshir allows, we’d 

continue without Mr. Javanshir. 

I hope you’re not offended. 

It’s all right. 

Muganli Village

All right, see you later...

I can show you on the tape how

other fight for their rights.

Women threatened the guards 

to set themselves on fire. 

The situation here is much worse. 

Do you think it’s better?

Look what they do! You don’t

even say they destroyed the road.

Unless we are free of fear, 

we’ll always be slaves, 

and I swear the Brits will

step all over us. 

I agree. 

Javanshir is...

Close the door. 

You must say it all, 

do you understand?

We mustn’t be afraid. 

I won’t give up, no matter what. 

Whether it’s Mussayev, 

Mammedov or whoever. No fear. 

The worst they can do is 

to stab me in the back, 

but they won’t face me, 

they’ve got no guts for that. 

Javanshir was in jail for a long

time, society doesn’t like him. 

When we saw you in his 

company, we got cagey. 

For breaking the laws, he was

to get the death penalty. 

We are suspicious, because

meeting a man who has committed

a crime against the state - 

we don’t like that. 

You say we have a state. Then

the state should do something!

We do have a state, but nobody 

ever complains. 

Everybody’s afraid to take 

it further. Either they run away

or they say: „It’s not my 

business, leave me alone!“

Those are the facts. 

The committee chair gets 

his salary from any project. 

The local committees get money,

and he lines his pocket. 

Here, you see for yourself. 

There’s 54 km of the pipeline

going through Akstafa district. 

450 land owners have already

received compensation. 

By obtaining that money, 

the population’s finances improved. 

They built houses, bought cars, 

their life got better. 

We have no water, electricity 

or gas, and they took our money. 

We blocked the railways, 

for people to hear our voice. 

The oil contracts are being

fulfilled and I hope

that it will bring our state

great profits. 

We expect lasting success. 

Please take us abroad. 

We don’t want to live here. 

There’s too much bribing, 

fraud, humiliation, 

depriving orphans of their money.

How long will this go on?

We all get sick and don’t have

money for health care. 

We only get 20 dollars a month.

We’re dispatched, robbed. 

They deal our money from the 

pipeline amongst their relatives. 

Naturally, it’s your colleague 

and his kind, 

who agitate against our state, 

against the pipeline construction.

But the committee surveyed

every man, interrogated around. 

We met with the District

Committee chair.

Nobody’s rights are infringed, 

nobody’s land was confiscated. 

I’d like to state that 

I’m the chair of the 

District Land Committee.

I can say that there’s absolutely

no problem in this matter. 

This is a nazi regime. 

You saw it’s nazi. 

A police state. 

They silence everybody who’d

speak out. There’s no chance. 

That is their game. And it all 

starts at the pipeline. 

You yourself witnessed the order

they imposed on you and me. 

What is the pipeline good for?

There’s no benefit, just harm.

People are afraid. No complaint

ever crossed the district border. 

That’s why they’re

afraid. 

He came and said that 

if I do it once more, 

poking my nose in 

without a permit, 

they’ll use sanctions 

against me. 

He meant: „You’ll be arrested.“

And today, they threatened me. 

Nothing might happen to me, 

but they can menace my family. 

After we left, the villagers

were visited by secret cops.

They wanted them to sign that

their testimonies weren’t true.

The Committee’s chair accused

Javanshir of smuggling arms. 

The officials tried to 

resettle Javanshir’s family.  

Our materials were submitted 

to BP and bank representatives.

In spite of our efforts, 

we have gotten no response.

The Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan

pipeline was launched 25.5.2005.

Human rights organizations were

asked to monitor the district.
*souvenirs and sovereignty

-Have you got a souvenir?

-An oil souvenir?

An oil pump or a rig?

Yes, a rig. 

I’ve got an Azerbaijani one. 

The oil leaks through here. 

The source of our bliss. 

You know, Azerbaijan has been

extracting oil for a long time.

We’ve extracted oil and gas for 

more than 150 years. 

That’s the government line. 

Let’s start again. 

They might call. What to do?

-You mind, right? I’ll turn it off.

-Yes, do that. 

This can be disconnected, this

I can turn off...

There. Not one functional phone… 

That’s our bliss leaking, the oil. 

You think it’s bliss?

Sure. Bliss in the sense 

that we’vegot lots of oil. 

The Republic is large, the world 

is great. And we have lots of oil. 

Oil is a little gift 

for Azerbaijan, 

with an oil rig 

seen from far away. 

Neither me nor my kids will 

ever get the benefit of it. 

I speak for many other millions

of Azerbaijani citizens. 

I will see this. 

The oil tycoons, the president’s

family - they’ll see the real one. 

The only thing left for me will be

this souvenir. If anything. 

Therefore, when I see a rig, 

I see corruption. 

The European Bank, who gave

us loans for oil projects, 

knows about the corruption 

and keeps quiet. 

So do the government and BP. 

Which means they all work together 

to make the corruption even higher. 

Such a disaster. 

These are rigs, oil fountains etc.

All this is a symbol 

of an easy profit. 

You know that an oil fountain 

is one of the most barbarian, 

ecologically nasty 

ways to extract. 

It means easy money, 

a fountain of profits. 

Nowadays, our economy 

is oil-oriented. 

No doubt they thought 

it out perfectly.

I’m pleased that 

oil men’s toil is still valued. 

Because I’ve worked in oil 

industry for over 50 years. 

A thousand Manats. 

You get a loaf of bread and water. 

You saw for yourselves 

the good life of some people

and the life of a poor worker

with never ending debts. 

When you look to the right, 

you’ll see the radiation source. 

That’s where the men work. 

It’s Azerbaijan’s disaster. 

Everywhere. This black gold. 

It’s no gold, 

it’s our black misfortune. 

I disagree that we should 

get rid of oil. The opposite. 

Come on, nobody makes you 

buy and consume our oil 

Go on, develop your industries, 

but that won’t happen here. 

In Azerbaijan, 

everything will be parallel. 

Oil and gas extraction 

and the connected infrastructure. 

I don’t see any danger. 

We get three times more at the

markets and bazaars in Russia. 

In fact, we are not an oil 

but a squash republic. 

Not a banana 

but a squash republic. 

As long as we grow fruit

and vegetables, nothing’s lost. 

We used to be called 

„The Garden of the Kremlin“. 

Hand made matryoshka. 

A very attractive souvenir. 

You open one after another, 

and they match. 

Now, there are new ones. 

Various cartoon characters, 

presidents. 

We’ve got almost 

every nation’s president. 

The most important is 

that we have our president. 

Then pop singers, soccer players. 

These new matryoshka dolls. 

Then all these cartoon heroes...

Michael Placido

Italian actor

Eyyub Kerimov, editor-in-chief 

of banned judicial magazine

How come you, a lawyer, 

have this actor on the wall?

After all, he’s an activist, too. 

He stood up against the mafia. 

As a police commissioner, he 

fought the mafia, it impressed me. 

That’s why I decided to put 

his poster in my office. 

For visitors to notice that 

somebody here can fight, too, 

and is morally connected to 

people who fight fearlessly. 

Terrorists. Bin Laden. 

Can you show that?

Of course. 

This here is very interesting. 

Bin Laden, Saddam. 

Yassir Arafat. 

Mussolini - Italy. 

And Germany - Hitler. 

All that happens here 

or in Caucasus is because of oil.

What did Hitler want?

Hitler didn’t want 

Caucasus beaches, he wanted oil. 

He said that Baku 

must not be bombed:

„I need Baku in one piece.“ 

Hitler fell in love with oil. 

All political games, 

revolutions, 

all the mischief, 

all because of oil. 

If it wasn’t for oil, 

there’d be no quarrels. 

It’s our doom. 

Look. That’s the republic’s

attorney general. 

We made a collage. 

It advertises washing powder. 

What does it say?

If you’re still in opposition, 

expect us, we’ll come get you. 

There you go. The republic’s 

attorney general. 

Of course they don’t want such 

a paper to be published. 

They don’t. And this ...

... is Putin. 

He’s with George Bush. 

They’re friends, so they’re 

together. 

The Minister of Defence…

This is Heydar Aliyev - senior, 

and junior - Ilham Aliyev. 

This is Heydar Aliyev’s wife, 

mother of Ilham Aliyev. 

This is Heydar Aliyev’s daughter,

and Ilham Aliyev’s daughter. 

It’s basically a model based 

on the principle of dynasty. 

But I doubt it that the physical

Aliyev family would have 

sufficient intellectual 

and human sources. 

I mean none of those characters

were elected by the nation. 

Let’s admit that the grandpa did

have charisma, but not his son. 

Without American support, he’d have

to leave, just like Shevarnadze. 

He’s only there thanks to Brits

and Americans - the oil states. 

-Have you been to Oil Rocks?

-No.

Ah... 

Nothing then…

They’re the outer support of

these Soviet-like bureaucrats. 

Eleventh time. That’s the 

government line. I wonder...

What difference does it make

for Brits or Americans, 

whether it’s a cannibal, communist, 

or a fascist sitting there?

Not important. 

Is business going well?

Business conditions are set?

May we hope that in this 

president’s life, nothing changes?

There. What cynicism. 

Business cynicism. 

We do business, 

normalization. 

Then we signed contracts 

with foreign companies. 

They help a lot, work a lot. 

In general, 

everything is functioning.

That’s why I think 

that in this way ...

The key word is interest in oil. 

If it wasn’t for oil, the Brits 

and Americans wouldn’t help. 

The price? 

These are 80 thousand. 

-Terrorists are 80?

-Yes, 80.  

It’s mainly Americans 

who buy these. 

Yes. They buy bin Laden. 

Just our president is 250. 

Why that much?

See, there’s lots of bin Ladens

and Bushes everywhere, 

but only we have our president. 

And everybody likes him. 

Heydar Aliyev will 

always be around. 

So? How is Azerbaijan? 

How are the people here? 

Unemployed, hard life, debts, 

people running away, 

being arrested, human rights 

stepped all over, dictators. 

Maybe tomorrow someone 

will disappear you. 

But there’s no other way, 

there has to be resistance. 

You asked about 

that picture I have here. 

I think it was dangerous 

for him, too. 

But he’s an actor 

and you live here. 

But the story’s based on reality. 

Life is a stage. 

Shakespeare said that. 

And we’re all actors, you and I. 

He was also acting, although 

he was different. We all are. 

I’d like to be a good actor, 

but not in a bad part. 

I agree. There has to be 

a chance to get an impulse. 

Photography by

Jiri Malek

It’s better to have pictures 

like this than 

those you’ve probably seen 

in the other offices. 

God bless you 

when you buy oil.

Part of the profit 

will make it to the Azerbaijanis. 

But more than 90% will end up

in the officials’ pockets. 

You invest in the corrupt 

bureaucracy of Azerbaijan. 

Unfortunately… 

I wish your country 

could buy more oil. 

For us to have western currency. 

If it was possible...

Well, we used to have 

this manager here. He’d say:

„There’s oil everywhere, you

just need to look for it.“

I wish for your nation to look 

well, maybe even in your country, 

it is possible to find 

big oil fields. 

If you ever need help with that, 

Azerbaijan’s ready. 

There…

Music

Oil Symphony, SOURCE*remix 

The World Bank ranks 

the 28 biggest oil-exporters. 

Ten of these countries have

democracy or valid laws.

The other 18 countries suffer 

corruption 

and human rights infringements.

