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Musics and poetries on the way of the spiders of Salento

direction by Paolo Pisanelli e production company Big Sur, Provincia di Lecce,
Unione dei Comuni della Grecia Salentina, Istituto Diego Carpitella, Archivio Cinema del reale






BIG SUR

Images and Visions

BIG SUR, a small town, one-hour's drive from Monterey on the California Coast, known as Henry Miller’s beloved shelter, which became the destination of pilgrims of the beat generation...

A story of a lonely summer by the sea told by Jack Kerouac: a concert of memories and backwashes, a suite in front of the Pacific Ocean, a free improvisation on jazz, culminating in the “foolish” final poem to honour the Ocean Sounds.

A crossbreed name, a mix of Italian and Spanish, BIG SUR stands for Big South: The Big South where we live.

BIG SUR is also a place of creation and realisation of images and visions, established in Salento during the 90s.

It was born as a Cultural Association (its first name was simply Sur) by a handful of young artists from Salento practicing under the challenges of a free experience.

Sur turned out to be a working opportunity, soon making the shift from a creative “limbo” to the market. BIG SUR  became a small cooperative company, a laboratory of documentary films and communication projects.

Today BIG SUR has evolved into a multiform creative gathering, a suburb of looks which  mould in a practice of intervention on the territory, always relying to the meeting and exchange of graphic productions, photos, magazines, documentary films, handmade realisations and production of cultural events. Here, in this creative space, you can easily meet designers, photographers, illustrators, copywriters and filmmakers.

Since 1998 BIG SUR has realised publicity campaigns, design and coordinated images projects, for institutions, firms, associations and film production companies; BIG SUR managed the organisation of cultural events such as “Apriticielo” for the closing of the Lecce Psychiatric Hospital; BIG SUR has also produced award-winning documentaries in Italy and abroad.

BIG SUR AND CINEMA DEL REALE

Stories to be told, stories that may open a discussion on relevant political, social and cultural aspects of the realities we live. 

There are films with a direct connection to reality which tell of the events and experiences of real people producing visions of the real.

It is a look upon our present historical period, from the perspective of little personal stories or big collective events. These are often low-budget realisations, provided with few means but great expressive and communicative skills.

CINEMA DEL REALE  is also a project for the creation of an audiovisual archive to support and develop this film-making. 

Paolo Pisanelli is a director and filmmaker. Graduated at the Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia (Experimental Film Center) in Roma, since 1995 has worked on documentary as author, director and producer. With Big Sur he has produced films for Italian and European broadcasters, among which: TELE+ (Italy), PLANET (Italy/France), CANAL PLUS, ORF (Austria), LA SEPT-ARTE (France), ZDF (Germany). 

The documentary films produced by Big Sur have been honoured at national and international festivals and have been realised in collaboration with important film production companies such as FANDANGO and INDIGO FILM.
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